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Response to Submissions
and Amendment reports
available!

We've considered that feedback carefully and
made changes to the project including:

e changing the design of internal access roads to
reduce the need for earthworks and improve road
safety and minimise ecological impacts, and

We've just reached another project
milestone. We've submitted two reports

to government that summarise feedback
we've had from the community, government
agencies and key stakeholders on

the project, and the changes we’ve

made as a result of that feedback.

The reports, which are called a ‘response to submissions

report’ and an ‘amendment report’, are now available on
the NSW government’s Major Projects planning portal.

Important matters raised by the community included:
e feedback on access roads,

® ecological impacts and earthworks,

e the need to upgrade the Kempsey-Armidale Road,

e concern about any potential impacts on aquatic
ecosystems and downstream water users, and

e concerns about the demand for
accommodation and services that might
occur through the project’s construction.

e provision of additional onsite accommodation
for construction staff.

The project is in an advanced stage of the planning
process, and we hope to receive the required environment
and planning approvals towards the end of this year.

We’'ll be in the area in the coming weeks to
discuss the reports and our proposed changes
to the project. Stay tuned for further details.

In the meantime, if you have any questions or
feedback, please reach us toll-free on 1800 518
194 or email us at info@ompshydro.com.

Thanks to all who have provided feedback
to us on the project to date.

It's exciting to reach this stage because it's
also one step closer to the project being able
to deliver big benefits to the region.

To access the full reports, visit www.planningportal.
nsw.gov.au/major-projects/projects/oven-
mountain-pumped-hydro-energy-storage and refer
to Response to Submissions and Amendments.

www.ompshydro.com
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Alinta Energy Community Development Grants

Reminder: Apply for Alinta Energy’s
Community Development Grants
before 11 October!

As part of our ongoing commitment to creating positive
change in the communities where we operate, Alinta
Energy— the driving force behind the Oven Mountain
Pumped Hydro project —would like to encourage

local organisations to apply for the next round of
Community Development Grants by 11 October.

These grants offer a fantastic opportunity for small to
medium not-for-profit organisations to secure up to $20,000
in funding for projects that address social disadvantage,
energy poverty, or promote environmental sustainability.
Each year, Alinta Energy allocates up to $200,000 to
support grassroots initiatives that align with our values

and commitment to making a long-lasting impact.

The grants are open to registered not-for-profit organisations
across Australia that operate in areas where Alinta Energy is
active, including NSW, where the Oven Mountain Pumped

Social Impact In The
Regions Conference
(4 - 6 September)

Supporting local participation at the
Social Impact in the Regions Conference

The Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro project was proud to be
part of the Social Impact in the Regions conference, held in
Kempsey from 4-6 September, where leaders and community
members gathered to discuss the crucial role of sustainable
development and community engagement in regional areas.

In line with our commitment to fostering local leadership and
ensuring that community voices are heard, we sponsored
six individuals from the local community to attend the
conference. This initiative was designed to empower local
residents, giving them the opportunity to participate in
important conversations about the future of our regions.

The conference provided a platform for sharing ideas and
best practices on how large-scale projects such as the Oven
Mountain Pumped Hydro project can deliver meaningful social
and economic contributions to the communities they serve.

Through our Community Benefit Sharing initiatives, we are
dedicated to creating lasting value in the areas surrounding

Hydro is based. Whether you're developing a project that
helps vulnerable community members or one that focuses on
restoring natural ecosystems, we encourage you to apply.

With less than four weeks before the closing date,
now is the time to finalise your application.

Alinta Energy is looking for innovative, impactful
projects that can benefit from this funding to bring
meaningful change to its communities.

To learn more about the eligibility
criteria and application process, please
visit the Alinta Energy grants page:

www.alintaenergy.com.au/about-
us/community-and-sponsorship/
community-development-program/
community-grants-program

the Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro. These initiatives
focus on local job creation, supporting small businesses,
and enhancing the social fabric of our communities.

We thank everyone who participated in the conference,
and we look forward to using the insights gained during
our involvement in the event to help inform our ongoing
efforts to maximise the positive impact of the project.
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Saltwater Freshwater
Festival 2024 (20 July)

Celebrating culture and heritage
at Saltwater Freshwater Festival

In July, the Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro project,
in partnership with Alinta Energy, had the privilege of
sponsoring and attending the Saltwater Freshwater
Festival in Kempsey, NSW. Held on Saturday 20
July, this vibrant event brought together the local
Aboriginal nations to celebrate and share their rich
traditions through music, dance, art, and food.

As the proud sponsor of the Yarn Tent, we played

a role in providing a dedicated space for language
workshops and speaker panels. This area became a

vital hub for discussing important issues affecting First
Nations people, including the critical role of preserving
and sharing traditional languages. The conversations
highlighted how these languages form the backbone of
cultural identity and community cohesion, offering insights
into what this preservation means for the local community.

The festival was more than just a celebration—it was a
unique opportunity for people to come together, share
their experiences, and deepen their understanding of

each other’s cultures. Through the Yarn Tent discussions,
participants were able to forge stronger relationships, offer
support, and foster a sense of unity within the community.

Being part of the Saltwater Freshwater Festival was an
honour for the Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro team. We
are proud to support such a meaningful event and to
stand alongside the community in celebrating the rich
cultural heritage of the region. Thank you to everyone who
participated and made this event a resounding success!

Above and top-right: Scenes from The Saltwater Festival 2024.
Images courtesy of And The Trees Photography




Discover the new
Oven Mountain
project website

Earlier this month, we launched
our newly refreshed Oven
Mountain Pumped Hydro
website, and if you haven’t

had a chance to explore it

yet, now’s the perfect time.

Whether you're interested in the latest project
updates, details from the Amendment Report or
information on upcoming events, our new site
makes it easier than ever to stay connected.

We've added new features based on your feedback,
ensuring you can quickly and easily find the
information you need. This refresh is part of our
ongoing commitment to transparency and keeping
our community and stakeholders well-informed as
the Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro moves forward.

We hope you like the design and find it easier
to get to the news and information you need.

If you missed the launch, don’t worry—you can
check out the new website now. Visit us today
at www.ompshydro.com to explore all the
latest updates!

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) Timeline

Q3 2023

—pastand present, and acknowledges their
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red, and loved Country for the benefit of

The Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro Project pays its respect to the Traditional Custodians of Country, thel
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ancestral connection to the land, seas, and waterways. The project honours the collective knowledge,
and Torres Strait Islander peoples who for thousands of years have shared and exchanged knowledg
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Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro, a critical project for the
NSW energy transition

The 900 MW 8-hour pumped hydro project will help NSW
replace coal-fired power and support the addition of more
renewables to our energy system.

It be a big water-powered battery with big benefits, including a $40 million economic boost for the region,

and will support the creation of hundreds of jobs.
?
( QN 0
—
==
Atfull capacity (900 MW for 8

When required, water will be
quickly released and run hours), it would provide
through the turbines to reliable energy to over
produce electricity. 600,000 homes.

It will work like a big battery,
storing energy by pumping
‘water more than 600 metres
uphill from one reservoir to
another.

Advanced stage of development

The project is at an stage of and we aim to
construction around mid-2025, pending final planning approval from state and
Commonwealth governments.
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WE ARE HERE

Nov 2023 - Q22024 TBC

Target mid 2025

Target 2030

Sept 2020 Jan 2021-ongoing = Aug 2023
CRITICAL STATE
SIGNIFICANT Scoping Report and EIS submission

INFRASTRUCTURE SEARS submissions.
DESIGNATION Site investigations

to Department
of Planning and
Environment (DPE)

Formal exhibition  EIS response
of the EIS

MINISTERIAL
DETERMINATION

CONSTRUCTION COMMERCIAL
COMMENCEMENT  OPERATIONS
to submissions

To find out more about the

Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro Project,
or to sign up for our mailing list visit:
www.ompshydro.com

You can also contact the team at:
info@ompshydro.com or on
1800 518 194.
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