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The Oven Mountain Pumped 
Hydro Project’s Environmental 
Impact Statement was made 
available for the public to view 
and respond to late last year. 

To recap, an Environmental Impact Statement 
(or EIS) is a report that outlines; 

• the current environment in the area of the Project

• the potential environmental, economic,
and social impacts of the Project

• proposals to avoid, minimise and/or
mitigate those potential impacts.

During this consultation process we heard from residents, 
community groups and other organisations about a range 
of issues.

The next (and current) step in the environmental and planning 
process requires us to explain how we’ll manage the issues 
raised through the consultation process, in two documents: a 
Response to Submissions Report and an Amendment Report. 

The reports will be made publicly available on the Department 
of Planning, Housing, and Infrastructure major projects portal 
in the coming months. 

We’ll let you know when they are available, via our website 
and social media channels 

We’re also working with Armidale and Kempsey councils and 
residents to develop community benefit sharing programs to 
meet the needs of those communities. 

It was great to kick-start the benefit sharing discussion 
recently. While we know energy stored and generated by the 
Project will be critical for NSW, we also want the Project to 
have a significant and positive local legacy. It’s terrific to get 
your input to help make that happen.

http://www.ompshydro.com


It’s time to discuss community 
benefits and jobs

The Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro Project is moving into a new phase  
of community and stakeholder engagement with a focus on developing  
a community benefits sharing program, workforce development strategy  
and industry participation plans.

To do that we’ll be meeting with key stakeholders, conducting interviews 
with service providers, and surveying the community and local businesses.

Because the new phase will attract fewer ad-hoc and drop-in 
enquiries, we have temporarily closed the Community Information 
Hub on Clyde Street in Kempsey. We aim to re-open a Community 
Hub once we get closer to the construction stage of the Project.

The Community Information Hub welcomed visitors since it opened 
in July 2022. Thank you to everyone who dropped in for a chat or 
with a question. We appreciate all your input and feedback. 

We extend a special thanks to Annie Reynolds who was the 
face of our Hub and wish her all the best in her retirement.

While the Hub is closed for 
now, you can still contact our 
Project team at any time by 
calling 1800 518 194, emailing 
info@ompshydro.com or  
head to our website at  
www.ompshydro.com. 

Join the Aboriginal Advisory Group: 
Expressions of Interest now open

The Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro Project is 
inviting Expressions of Interest from Aboriginal 
representatives with diverse backgrounds and 
expertise to take part in a newly established 
Aboriginal Advisory Group.

The Aboriginal Advisory Group will play a crucial role in ensuring 
that Aboriginal perspectives are integral to the development and 
construction of the Project. It will also serve as a vital platform for 
broader community engagement, ensuring that the voices and 
views of the Aboriginal community are heard and respected.

The Advisory Group will offer strategic advice to the Project on 
several key issues including the preservation of cultural heritage, 
key aspects on the Project’s design, economic development 
opportunities and benefit sharing initiatives as designed through 
the Project’s Community Benefits Sharing program.

This Advisory Group is designed to enhance First Nations community 
engagement with the Project, providing a dedicated and culturally 
safe space for meaningful consultation and collaboration.  

We encourage all interested Aboriginal representatives to participate 
and help shape the future of this significant Project.

Expressions of Interest open 
on Monday, 29 July 2024. 

For more information about the Aboriginal 
Advisory Group or to express your interest, 
please email us at info@ompshydro.com or 
visit the Project website: www.ompshydro.com

Expressions of Interest close  
5.00pm on Friday, 16 August 2024.

mailto:info%40ompshydro.com?subject=


Our first Community Benefit Sharing workshop 

Community benefit sharing initiatives 
are designed to create lasting, 
positive impacts for communities 
and everyone involved.

Recently, the Oven Mountain Project held the first of many 
community benefits workshops, bringing together members 
from Kempsey, Bellbrook, Willawarrin, and Lower Creek 
communities. This workshop was a fantastic opportunity to 
learn more about what matters most to the community! 

The discussions raised in this first workshop highlighted 
several opportunities including: the need for establishing 
and strengthening mobile phone coverage for the Upper 
Macleay Valley; the need for investments in local housing 
and emergency response measures; and opportunities 
to foster education initiatives and create genuine 
and meaningful employment for regional people.

As part of this ongoing program, we will host several 
more workshops over the coming months. These 
workshops will explore opportunities to support 
job creation, enhance education and employment, 
promote environmental stewardship, improve 
infrastructure and empower local communities.

To take part in future workshops 
email us at info@ompshydro.com.

To learn more about our  
benefit sharing initiatives,  
visit our Project website at  
www.ompshydro.com/news.

http://www.ompshydro.com/news


Supporting students with higher learning

We are thrilled to announce the 
recipients of this year’s Country 
Universities Centre Macleay Valley 
Student Bursaries program.

Congratulations to Matt Evill, Cooper Hawken, 
Chase Nolan-Eather, Heidi Norton, and Barbara 
Quinlan. Each recipient has received $2,000 in 
bursary funding to support their studies.

The Country Universities Centre Bursaries program 
provides financial support to students from the Macleay 
Valley area interested in pursuing tertiary qualifications 
in science, technology, engineering, and mathematics. 

The Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro Project provided 
$10,000 to sponsor the initiative and demonstrates Alinta 
Energy’s commitment to investing in regional communities.

Heidi Norton shared how the bursary 
program has helped her.

What course are you currently studying and 
what made you choose your degree?

I am currently studying for my Bachelor of Urban and 
Regional Planning. After injuring myself on the job, 
I was bound to a desk during recovery. While in the 
office I noticed and heard about a shortage of planners 

around the area and the country. After hearing about 
the shortage, I looked into what planners are required 
to do and found it fascinating. Then I looked at what I 
would need to be qualified in to fill such a position.

How will this bursary assist you with your studies?

This bursary has assisted me by taking the pressure 
off to find the money to pay for textbooks. I can start 
studying before the courses begin to give me a bit 
of a head start. It also allowed me to register my car 
which was adding stress and impacting my studies.

What is your favourite part about studying 
through Country Universities Centre?

Studying through the Country Universities Centre allows 
me to stay local. It means that I can participate in any 
role the university requires of me and allows me to stay 
employed while studying. The Country Universities Centre 
has many computers if my own stops or has a glitch.

What advice or tips would you give to other 
regional or rural students wanting to study?

Study to become qualified and become the best you 
can be. Don’t hesitate or wait as long as I did. With 
the technology and know-how and with places like the 
Country Universities Centre available 24 hours a day, 
people from rural areas have a chance to excel too!



www.ompshydro.com

Join us for the Saltwater Freshwater Festival

Organisers of the Saltwater Freshwater Festival unfortunately 
had to postpone this year’s event due to severe wet weather.

The annual Saltwater Freshwater Festival is a 
celebration of Aboriginal culture and is held in different 
locations across the Mid North Coast each year. 
While originally scheduled for 1 June 2024, the event 
will now be held on Saturday 20 July 2024.

This year’s event will be the second time the festival 
has travelled to Dunghutti Country since visiting  
Kempsey in 2014.

It is the only Aboriginal cultural festival of its kind 
in regional NSW showcasing local culture, skills, 
music, dance, art, lifestyle, and culinary talent.

Alinta Energy and the Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro 
Project are proud to be this year’s Yarn Tent sponsor, 
which provides a space for speaker panels to discuss 
important issues affecting First Nations people.

Topics on the Yarn Tent agenda include where to from here 
following the recent referendum on the Voice and how to 
continue Aboriginal culture in light of negative sentiments. 
The agenda will also include the strength of Dunghutti art 
and culture, and what it might look like in 30-plus years.

The Saltwater Freshwater Arts Alliance is a not-for-profit 
Aboriginal arts organisation owned by 10 local Aboriginal 
land councils on the Mid North Coast NSW.

Students compete at science 
and engineering challenge

Building bridges out of paddle pop sticks and sending encoded 
messages using pulses of light were just some of the activities schools 
from across the Macleay, Hasting and Nambucca valleys competed in  
at this year’s Science and Engineering Challenge in Kempsey.

We were thrilled to be invited to volunteer and assist high school 
students as they used teamwork and the power of maths, science, and 
engineering to solve problems.

Activities included connecting power stations to nearby infrastructure in 
the most efficient way possible, building fish traps, engineering shelters 
to withstand earthquakes, scheduling jobs, and building wind turbines 
and planes.

Congratulations to Camden Haven High School and St Columba 
Anglican School that were the champion schools across the two days.

The Science and Engineering Challenge is a nationwide outreach 
program presented by the University of Newcastle to experience 
aspects of science, technology, engineering, and mathematics which 
they would not normally see in a school environment.

The Rotary Clubs of Kempsey, Kempsey West and South West 
Rocks have been hosting the challenge for students across  
the region for 24 years.

For the full program of 
the upcoming festival, 
please visit www.
saltwaterfreshwater.
com.au/festival

http://www.ompshydro.com
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To find out more about the  
Oven Mountain Pumped Hydro Project,  
or to sign up for our mailing list visit:  
www.ompshydro.com

You can also contact the team at: 
info@ompshydro.com or on  
1800 518 194. 

Traffic movements on Kempsey-Armidale Road

Residents between Corangula  
and George’s Junction may have 
noticed an increased number of 
heavy vehicle movements along  
the Kempsey-Armidale Road  
since March. 

This work was part of mobilisation for geotechnical drilling 
investigations at the proposed site of the lower reservoir. 

As many know, the Kempsey-Armidale Road is closed 
to all traffic except residents and essential services, and 
we have been working closely with Armidale Regional 
Council to seek approval for these movements. 

As part of issuing a permit for us to use the road, Council 
undertakes targeted road inspections to ensure the 
road is suitable for our proposed load and vehicles. 
This is important to ensure safety for all parties.

Safety is always our top priority and additional measures 
are put in place to ensure the safety of all road users. 

These include spotters with UHF radios at the front and 
rear of the vehicle, signs, lights on and escort vehicles. 

We extend our thanks to residents for their continued patience 
and cooperation as these vehicles move through the area. 
The drilling works are now completed and demobilisation 
from site is underway. We expect all plant and equipment 
to be demobilised from the site by the end of July. 

The best way to stay up to date on our traffic 
movements along the Kempsey-Armidale Road 
is to subscribe to our SMS notification list.

For more information or to subscribe, please call 
1800 518 194 or email info@ompshydro.com.

For information about 
vehicle movements 
associated with  
the Project visit  
www.ompshydro.com

To speak to a member 
of the team call us on 
1800 518 194
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